
exercised free will when he chose to disobey God because he was so 
easily persuaded by Eve to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. Eve was tempted because she saw that the fruit of the tree 
was good for food and also desirable for gaining wisdom. The LORD 
indeed acknowledged that through this act of disobedience the man, 
(whom he had created as an innocent being), had ”...become like one 
of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his 
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever” 
(Genesis 3:22).  
 
Many people think that we have the capacity to redeem ourselves by 
choosing to be good. However, the testimony of the Bible is that 
although we may know the good we ought to do we will inevitably fall 
short (see Romans 7:18-25). As King David confessed, “surely I was 
sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 
51:5) and the verdict of the New Testament confirms this: “There is no 
one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one 
who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one” (Romans 
3:10-12). 
 
We have free will to follow our own way but it inevitably leads to 
death. God exhorts us to choose life (Deuteronomy 30:19) and life is 
found only in Jesus the Messiah and Redeemer – “In him was life, 
and that life was the light of men” (John 1:4). 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 
3:16). 
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“Each to His 
Own”? 

 
 

his is the standard response to lifestyles or religious beliefs that 
differ from our own. Tolerance and respect for different religions 
and philosophies have come to be applauded as the highest 

virtue, quite apart from the question of truth. In our modern society 
which demands “political correctness,” the notion that there is only 
one way to worship God or one faith that reveals the true God is 
considered narrow-minded and bigoted in the extreme. 
 
We are confronted with many ways which claim to bring us near to 
God, but the book of Proverbs cautions: “There is a way that seems 
right to a man, but in the end it leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12).  
 
If truth is entirely a subjective matter then the whole concept of truth is 
annulled. Truth cannot contradict itself by holding multiple opposing 
and conflicting ideas. When it comes to religious choices people often 
back away from evaluating the issues according to truth and are 
inclined to either accept the tradition into which they were born without 
question or to dismiss the whole issue with a lackadaisical “whatever 
works for you” sort of attitude. 
 
Is it wrong to claim that there is such a thing as absolute truth and 
that, although people have freedom of choice, there are many paths 
that lead to destruction? If God created all things then all creation is 
finally accountable to Him. Everyone has their own opinion, but has 
God made his opinion known on the matter which concerns His 
existence and how we relate to Him? Has God given man any 
revelation of Himself, i.e. is there any objective revelation of God or do 
we all just create a god after our own imagination?  
 
Many people are under the erroneous assumption that all religions 
ultimately worship the same God. However, the Bible makes it clear 
that from time immemorial there have been those who worship the 
true God and many who worship false gods.  
 

T



Is the Bible the true revelation of God or is it merely the 
inventions of men? 
 
If we dismiss the Bible as being merely the opinions of men, then we 
do not feel the need to give it serious consideration. But if our 
assumption is wrong we are spurning the word of God, which is of far 
greater importance than the words of any man, and we will have to 
face the consequence. 
 
What does the Bible say about the modern, “politically correct” notion 
of “each to his own”? 
 
The Bible tells the history of religion from the beginning of human 
existence. The first man, Adam, exercised free will when he 
disobeyed God, but the consequence of his disobedience was that he, 
and all his descendants, were banished from the presence of God.  
 
However, God promised that He would send a Redeemer to bear the 
punishment of man’s sin and to reconcile man to himself. Until then 
God gave instructions concerning sacrificial offerings by which man 
could approach God to worship. Adam’s sons, Cain and Abel, each 
brought their offerings to God, but, “the LORD looked with favour on 
Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with 
favour” (Genesis 4:4). Why? Because Cain chose to approach God in 
the manner that he deemed fit, bringing the fruits of his own labour as 
an offering to God. The Bible shows that from the outset there was 
acceptable worship and unacceptable worship. Cain was so incensed 
when his offering was not accepted that he killed his own brother. 
Those who demand respect and tolerance of all religion are usually 
offended and quite intolerant of the way that is acceptable in the sight 
of God. It was not Abel who was intolerant, but Cain. 
 
The LORD is the supreme judge and ruler of all the earth and He is 
not taken in by rebellion under the guise of tolerance and respect for 
false religions. When the Israelites were entrusted with the revelation 
of God, they were instructed to destroy every trace of the false 
idolatrous religion of the Canaanites (see Deut. 20:16-18). God does 
not tolerate the worship of other gods! Today we are NOT instructed 
to kill or destroy those who do not worship according to the revelation 
that God has given of Himself in Scripture, but we are instructed to 
demolish every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
the only true God and we do this by unashamedly proclaiming the 
only way that God has revealed for man to be saved.  
 

From the very beginning when Adam sinned God promised to send a 
Messiah/Redeemer to restore mankind to Himself. God did this by 
sending his Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for our sins. This is 
the only way that God has made for us to be saved and Jesus 
testified to this by saying, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).  
 
Does God simply shrug aside our disobedience and say, “Each to his 
own way”? No - the very reason that God sent his only Son to die for 
our sins is because, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to his own way...” (Isaiah 53:6) The verse continues “and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Jesus did not come 
into the world to condemn it, but to save it. However, those who 
refuse his offer of pardon remain condemned by their own sin and 
unbelief. “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is 
not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and 
only Son” (John 3:17). 
 
Many people take offence at the claim that Jesus is the only way by 
which we can be saved and reconciled to God. There is only one 
reason that we are so offended by the amazing revelation of God’s 
love and mercy through Jesus Christ - we are too proud to admit our 
guilt and sin. The Bible says that God reveals himself to those who 
are humble and contrite in heart, but He resists the proud (James 
4:6). When he came he offended the religious sensibilities of the self-
righteous Pharisees and was put to death as a common criminal 
though he had done nothing wrong. Today people still react to his 
name with the same unfounded hatred, much like Cain reacted to 
Abel. Scripture predicted that the Messiah would be hated and 
rejected: “They hated me without reason” (John 15:25; Psalm 69:4 cf. 
Isaiah 53).  
 
Many people follow the way of Cain, thinking that they can approach 
God on their own terms while demanding respect and tolerance of 
their rebellion. In so doing we may find approval from men but should 
we not be more concerned with finding approval and acceptance from 
God? “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). 
Yes we may have freedom of choice, but we will also face the 
consequences of the choices we make for eternity. 
 
Although there are many paths that we may choose to follow, from 
God’s perspective there are only two - the right Way which leads to 
eternal life and the wrong way which leads to condemnation. Adam 


